His observations certainly afford proofs of great reading and research, and are in themselves both interesting and instructive; but they are too much loaded with quotation, and too deficient in originality, to warrant their being brought forward as a new work in a department in which medicine is so rapidly advancing.
The crying sin which pervades the whole book is a desire of novelty without its reality, which has led our author to invent hypotheses, in place of drawing inferences from facts. In many instances his speculations are so purely fanciful, that they seem to have been contrived more for the purpose of differing from other authors, than from any intention of conveying instruction.
Dr. Albers's first observation is entitled "On the Dropsy of the Ducts of Glands, a disease hitherto unknown but it may be fairly questioned how far this name is applicable to the appearances which he has described. (P. 73.) In illustration of this form of disease, he gives the history of two cases, in the first of which the following morbid appearances were found on inspection of the vertebral canal. " The dura mater appeared healthy, but between it and the arachnoid were contained two drachms of a reddish fluid. The arachnoid was partially thickened in the lumbar and lower half of the dorsal region, opaline, and contained three ossified scales of the size of peas. The pia mater was thick and firm, almost tendinous and stri-ated, but red and vascular. On cutting into the cauda equina, the softened medulla flowed through the cut as a mere pulpy mass of a yellowish grey colour. Towards the fourth dorsal vertebra, a thin layer of white matter, enclosing the softened greyish pulp, adhered to the pia mater, and gradually increased in thickness till the medulla acquired its normal condition in the region of the third cervical vertebra." (P. 80.) In the second case, the dura mater was healthy; the arachnoid adhered firmly to the pia mater, and contained ossified scales and white opaline patches. The pia mater was very firm, and adhered strongly to the medulla. In the lumbar region, the whole thickness of the spinal cord was reduced to pulp, but higher up the softening gradually retracted towards the centre, till it ceased about the fourth cervical vertebra.
The following symptoms, deduced from these two cases, are given by Dr We are not prepared to say in how far the views of Boehm and Albers respecting the intestinal glands may be considered as correct. The subject is one, however, well deserving the attention of the physiologist and pathologist; and it appears to us a matter of surprise, considering the great importance which has for some years been attached to diseases of the intestinal mucous surface, that such an investigation had not been sooner entered upon; and, we feel assured that a work either in confirmation or in refutation of the views of the authors above mentioned would render an essential service to the science of medicine.
